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XIII.    We may sum up as follows:

What is religiousness? It is reduced to the
indefinite relations between our personality and the
infinite. Religiousness is necessarily individual-
istic. Refusing to be fettered by dogmas or rites,
religiousness admits neither church, nor doctrine,
nor priesthood. In its bosom, vast as that of
the universe, may meet in mutual respect all
souls that are conscious of the eternal mystery and
that are in relation with the Infinite. The pur-
port of these relations is nothing, the primordial
fact of their existence is everything.
[ Religiousness is in harmony with all the sincere
religions, which, insensibly, merge within its
boundaries. Religiousness is in every religion.
We can move the feet without running, but we
cannot run without moving the feet. It is
impossible to be really religious without having
religiousness, but we may have religiousness with-
out being affiliated with any religion. Thus
understood, religiousness will contribute to the
happiness of thinking men of the future, as it
now procures happiness for the thinking men of
our own times.

We have some difficulty in imagining our future
under this aspect. A humanity whose members
will not make each other mutually suffer and bleed